Evaluation of abnormal liver tests.
The routine use of serum biochemical tests allows for the detection of acute and chronic liver injury before the onset of symptoms. These tests consist of markers of hepatocellular injury (aminotransferases and APs); tests of liver metabolism (total bilirubin); and tests of liver synthetic function (serum albumin and PT). Noninvasive tests for assessment of liver fibrosis are promising tools for diagnosis and prognosis of patients with chronic liver disease. A comprehensive history, physical examination, and assessment of pattern of liver injury with additional laboratory and imaging testing establish the cause of hepatobiliary disease in most cases.